Working With Split Circulate 

Calvin Campbell 


It seems to be easy to teach dancers Circulate 
variations until you get to Split Circulate. The concept 
of dancers recognizing two separate boxes of dancers 
in a Formation just seems to be difficult for many 
dancers. Since this is true, it becomes more important 
that modules incorporating Split Circulate need to be 
carefully planned. 

I start with a Setup Module to a Partner/Zero Line. 
ZS-ZL 

Heads Lead Right... Touch 1/4 ... Split Circulate ... 
Men Run ... 


This is a building process where I use short modules 
with quick getouts to build dancer confidence. The 
sequence of the use of the modules is pre¬ 
determined. I use Split Circulate before I attempt a 
Centers Box Circulate that contains both men and 
ladies. I tell them it's a Box Circulate to emphasize 
that it's different than a Split Circulate. 

I usually follow the finish of the Partner/Zero Lines with 
a Forward and Back so the dancers have a chance to 
recognize they are with their partner and have 
succeeded. I usually call, "With your partner, Forward 
and Back." 


Why? My objective is to find out whether the dancers 
know how to Split Circulate. If they don't, I want the 
shortest way to resolve the set. The above module 
does that. 

Corner/Zero Box Modules 


The Rest of the Patter Routine 

If I find that the above is finally going well, I may use 
the following. Touch 1/4 ... Column Circulate ... Men 
Run ... will convert the Partner Lines/Zero Lines back 
to the Corner Box/Zero shown below. 


Then I move to a second setup module to a Corner/ 
Zero Box. Here a Setup to a Corner/Zero Box. 

ZS-ZB 

Heads Lead Right... Step to a Wave ... Centers 
Circulate ... Split Circulate ... Centers Trade ... 
Men Run ... Bend the Line ... Star Thru ... 


Using either setup module, I generally run the module 
again if any of the sets crash. I may use both setup 
modules to make sure everyone knows how to do a 

Split Circulate. 


If the Split Circulate is successful from the ZB/CB, 
then next step is to have the Center Four Box 
Circulate. This moves the dancers to an Ocean Wave 
with their original partners as shown below. 
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Circulate. 

Right & Left Thru ... 
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From this FASR, Men 

Run ... Right & Left Thru ... 

will create 4P1P Facing 
Lines. 


The whole ZB-ZL 
Conversion Module is Step 
to a Wave ... Split 

Center 4 Box Circulate ... Men Run ... 


With only five "basics", this module has shown the 
dancers the difference between a Split Circulate and 
a Box Circulate. 


Notice that the conversion 
module started as a 4P1P 
Line and now the sides are 
active. Using the same 
conversion module featuring 
Split Circulate, I can loop 
the dancers back to another 
Zero Line. The Zero Line will 
be rotated. 

I feel most of the pleasure of square dancing is the 
floor patterns, formations and arrangements that the 
dancers move through. "Basics" like Split Circulate 
add interest to the transition from one Formation and 
Arrangement to a different Formation and Arrange¬ 
ment, but the real pleasure for the dancers is the flow 
and body movement around the square. It’s journey 
that counts. 

I may add in occasional equivalents, to the 3 or 4 
modules used so far. Doing this can provide plenty of 
variety for many minutes of dancing. All with a very 
limited amount of memory work. 

A very important factor, is the number of points in the 
dance routine where I can quickly resolve the set if 
necessary. I want all the dancers to be successful 
most of the time. 
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If the combination crashes a few squares, I add a 
Getout from Partner/Zero Lines and go back to a Static 
Square and try again. 




Partner/Zero Line Modules 

Working with "basics" like Split Circulate presents a 
special challenge because Split Circulate produces 
arrangements that are not normally seen by square 
dancers. 

I have found that I like using Split Circulate from a 
Partner/Zero Line. This is because partners are paired 
in each box and the resultant modules can be a 
reasonable length. 

It is always best to assume that their will be problems 
with some dancers understanding the dance routines. 
Therefore, I usually don't mix Split Circulate with 
square dance commands further along on the teaching 
lists until the dancers are very comfortable with the 
basic concepts. Here is a selection of straight forward 
square dance dance modules using Spit Circulate. 

ZS-ZL Setups 

Heads Lead Left... Step to a Wave ... Split 
Circulate ... Centers Trade ... Men Run ... 4P1P-W 

Heads Lead Right... Swing Thru ... Split Circulate 
... Centers Trade ... Split Circulate ... Men Run ... 

4P1P-W 

If you need to resolve the set quickly just have dancers 
Join Hands and Circle Left to home once they are in 
Partner/Zero Lines. 

ZL-ZL Zeros 

Pass the Ocean ... Split Circulate ... Centers Trade 
... Men Run ... Flutterwheel... Rotate 90CW 

Pass the Ocean ... Split Circulate ... Swing Thru ... 
Men Run ... Reverse Flutterwheel... Rotate 90CCW 

Pass the Ocean ... Swing Thru ... Single Hinge ... 
Split Circulate ... Men Run ... California Twirl... 

Pass the Ocean is the quickest way to go from 
Partner/Zero Lines to an Ocean Wave. In addition, 
each box is composed of original partners. The first 
two modules present about the shortest way to resolve 
back to Partner/Zero Lines. Both of them rotate the 
set. The third module adds a little more complexity but 
does not rotate the set. 

ZL-ZS Getout 

Pass the Ocean ... Split Circulate Twice ... Men 
Run ... Promenade Wrong Way 

I only put in one Getout because there can be several 
versions added after the Men Run. Add Partner 
Trade and Promenade or Bend the Line and you 
have Partner/Zero Lines again. 


ZL-ZB (OW) Conversion 

Pass The Ocean ... Swing Thru ... Split Circulate ... 
Single Hinge ... Centers Circulate ... Single 
Hinge... 

I normally have one conversion module when I make 
up my notes for the tip. Then I can also use modules 
from the first page of this article. 



